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an overview of the way the archaeological debate has developed over the last 10 years
hodder aims to break down the separation between theory and practice and reconcile
the division between the intellectual and the dirt archaeologist

archaeological theory the basics is an accessible introduction to an indispensable part of
what archaeologists do the book guides the reader to an understanding of what theory
is how it works and the range of theories used in archaeology the growth of theory and
the adoption of theories drawn from both the natural and social sciences have
broadened our ability to produce trustworthy knowledge about the past this book helps
readers to see the value of archaeological theory and beyond what is sometimes
thought to be just the use of indigestible jargon key theories and concepts are
introduced to the reader among the main questions discussed are the following what is
theory and why do we need it what major areas of theory are and have been used and
debated in archaeology what do they tell us about themes including human society
evolution culture identity and agency how might archaeological theory change in the
future this book is written mainly for readers new to archaeology and will help them to
understand archaeological theory it assumes no prior knowledge of archaeological
theory and presents it in a selective and clear way with case studies showing how
theory is used in practice
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a lively and accessible introduction to themes and debates in archaeological theory for
students of all levels archaeological theory is a relatable accessible reader friendly first
step into the world of theory for archaeology students recognizing that many students
shy away from the study of theory for fear that the material is too difficult or obscure
archaeological theory maintains that any student can develop an understanding of
theory and that a knowledge of theory will lead to better practice as one of the leading
texts for introductory courses in archaeology and archaeological theory it has provided
many students with the essential foundation for a complete education in the discipline
with a focus on clarifying the history and development of archaeological theory this
valuable text serves as a roadmap to the different schools of theory in archaeology
clarifying the foundations of these schools of thought the relationships between them
and the ideas that distinguish each from the other students will also learn about the
relationship between archaeology and cultural and political developments the origins of
new and post processual archaeology and current issues shaping the field written in a
clear and informal style and incorporating examples cartoons and dialogues this text
provides an ideal introduction for students at all levels the revised third edition has
been updated with new and revised chapters and an expanded glossary and
bibliography as well as new readings to guide further study engages readers with
informal and easy to understand prose as well as examples cartoons and informal
dialogues prepares students to understand complex topics and current and perennial
issues in the field such as epistemology agency and materiality in the context of
archaeological practice discusses current developments in associated disciplines new
and revised chapters on the material turn politics and other issues and an expanded
glossary and bibliography with updated reading suggestions offers expanded coverage
of materiality cultural historical archaeology evolutionary theory and the work of
scholars of diverse backgrounds and specializations engaging and illuminating
archaeological theory is an indispensable resource for undergraduate and graduate
students in archaeology and related disciplines

this is a much needed survey of how relationships between indigenous peoples and the
archaeological establishment have got into difficulties and a pointer towards how things
could move forward

theory in archaeology tackles important questions about the diversity in archaeological
theory and practice which face the discipline in the 1990s what is the relationship
between theory and practice how does world archaeological theory differ from european
can one be a good practitioner without theory this unique book brings together
contributors from many different countries and continents to provide the first truly
global perspective on archaeological theory they examine the nature of material culture
studies and look at problems of ethnicity regionalism and nationality they consider too
another fundamental of archaeological inquiry can our research be objective or must
the past always be a relativistic construction theory in archaeology is an important book
whose authors bring together very different perceptions of the past its wide scope and
interest will attract an international readership among students and academics alike

the study of human activity through the recovery and analysis of material culture is
referred to as archaeology it can be considered as both a social science and a branch of
the humanities the archaeological records consist of biofacts artifacts architecture and
cultural landscapes archaeology can be sub divided into a number of academic sub
disciplines such as historical archaeology ethnoarchaeology experimental archaeology
and archaeometry the discipline of archaeology includes surveying excavation and the
analysis of data that is collected to learn more about the past it is a vast discipline that
draws upon various fields including history anthropology geography literary history
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sociology semiology information sciences paleography paleozoology statistics etc some
of the most important methods that are used in archaeology are remote sensing field
survey excavation computational and virtual archaeology this book is a compilation of
chapters that discuss the most vital concepts in the field of archaeology the topics
covered in this extensive book deal with the core aspects of this field this book is a
complete source of knowledge on the present status of this discipline

this handbook gathers original authoritative articles from leading archaeologists to
compile the latest thinking about archaeological theory the authors provide a
comprehensive picture of the theoretical foundations by which archaeologists
contextualize and analyze their archaeological data student readers will also gain a
sense of the immense power that theory has for building interpretations of the past
while recognizing the wonderful archaeological traditions that created it an extensive
bibliography is included this volume is the single most important reference for current
information on contemporary archaeological theories

this volume assesses the real achievements of archaeology in increasing an
understanding of the past without rejecting the insights either of traditional or more
recent approaches it considers the issues raised in current claims and controversies
about what is appropriate theory for archaeology the first section looks at the process of
theory building and at the sources of the ideas employed the following studies examine
questions such as the interplay between expectation and evidence in ideas of human
origins social role and material practice in the formation of the archaeological record
and how the rise of states should be conceptualised further papers cover issues of
ethnoarchaeology visual symbols and conflicting claims to ownership of the past the
conclusion is that archaeologists need to be equally wary of naive positivism in the
guise of scientific procedure and of speculation about the unrecorded intentions of
prehistoric actors

this book assembles articles that show how to apply scientific evolutionism to the study
of variation in the archaeological record it delineates the approach to the past in which
artefacts are viewed as parts of human phenotypes and thus are subject to selection in
the same manner as any somatic feature

in this concise friendly textbook patricia urban and edward schortman teach the basics
of archaeological theory making explicit the crucial link between theory and the actual
conduct of archaeological research the first half of the text addresses the general
nature of theory as well as how it is used in the social sciences and in archaeology in
particular to demonstrate the usefulness of theory the authors draw from research at
stonehenge mesopotamia and their own long term research project in the naco valley of
honduras they show how theory becomes meaningful when it is used by very real
individuals to interpret equally real materials these extended narratives exemplify the
creative interaction between data and theory that shape our understanding of the past
ideal for introductory courses in archaeological theory

for courses in introduction to archaeology theory and methods intended for the
introductory archaeology course with the goal of teaching students how to think like
archaeologists this workbook includes activities that challenge students to interpret and
explain field findings and help them to see the link between theory and practice

reflects the diverse and anthropologically current debate flourishing in prehistoric
hunter and gatherer research highlighting research in africa australia europe n america
and the subarctic theoretical approaches range from the ecological to the sociological
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this book provides a brief readable introduction to archaeological theory adrian
praetzellis demystifies a pile of tricky contemporary concepts for the theory phobic
undergraduate or beginning graduate student this new edition adds chapters on
indigenous cognitive and behavioral archaeologies and now covers 15 contemporary
theories from neoevolutionism to queer theory each chapter begins with a description of
the concept its origin and significance next up is an example of how an archaeologist
has used the idea to understand their site making the connection between the idea and
the archaeology plain and unambiguous each chapter ends with discussion questions
and suggestions for further reading a glossary of postmodern discourse including that
word concludes the book using plain english to clarify some of the more baffling ideas
used in contemporary archaeology this book is a vital resource for students studying
archaeological theory and the discipline as a whole

a handbook to an array of theoretical approaches that contribute something provocative
or significant to the enterprise of constructing social theory in archaeology setting the
agenda for future research

this handbook a companion to the authoritative handbook of archaeological methods
gathers original authoritative articles from leading archaeologists on all aspects of the
latest thinking about archaeological theory it is the definitive resource for understanding
how to think about archaeology

now in a revised and updated second edition this volume provides an authoritative
account of the current status of archaeological theory as presented by some of its major
exponents and innovators over recent decades it summarizes the latest developments
in the field and looks to its future exploring some of the cutting edge ideas at the
forefront of the discipline the volume captures the diversity of contemporary
archaeological theory some authors argue for an approach close to the natural sciences
others for an engagement with cultural debate about representation of the past some
minimize the relevance of culture to societal change while others see it as central some
focus on the contingent and the local others on long term evolution while few
practitioners in theoretical archaeology would today argue for a unified disciplinary
approach the authors in this volume increasingly see links and convergences between
their perspectives the volume also reflects archaeology s new openness to external
influences as well as the desire to contribute to wider debates the contributors examine
ways in which archaeological evidence contributes to theories of evolutionary
psychology as well as to the social sciences in general where theories of social
relationships agency landscape and identity are informed by the long term perspective
of archaeology the new edition of archaeological theory today will continue to be
essential reading for students and scholars in archaeology and in the social sciences
more generally
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